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“Birdmen and Astronauts reads like a sequence in which each poem coheres into a larger 
whole that expresses the unique colourings of an individual life. Without insisting on 
a single narrative thread or justificatory story, the poems do their work deftly without 
exaggeration or self-pity. A picture is painted (in quiet confidence) and left to stand. 
Evocative and seemingly compendious, despite its brevity, Birdman and Astronaut is 
one of those poetry pamphlets that give the reader just enough: enough company 
and companionship – sadness and joy, sex and tragedy, childhood, mothers, aunts, 
lovers and uncles – to encompass a singular life.” 

Maitreyabandhu 
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